
 

 

RC&D areas were established in the Agriculture 
Act of 1962 to provide a program that empowered 
rural people to help themselves. The focus on local 
direction and control has made RC&D one of the 
most successful rural development programs of the 
Federal Government. 
The Jackson Purchase RC&D was authorized as an 
official RC&D area in 1998 through an application 
to the USDA Secretary of Agriculture.  It is a 
nonprofit, non-governmental organization serving 
the Kentucky counties of Ballard, Calloway, 
Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, Marshall, and 
McCracken.  Spec if ic  areas of interest were es-
tablished by the Board of Directors to focus the 
resources available and those provided by the 
United States Department of Agriculture, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Resource Conser-
vation and Development program. 
An authorized RC&D receives funding from the 
USDA through the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS). The NRCS provides for a 
full-time coordinator to work with the Council to 
identify problems, establish goals and objectives, 
build strategies and implement plans. They also 
provide for a part-time assistant, office space, 
some equipment and supplies, and a government 
vehicle for the staff.  Other sources of funding and 
operating expenses come from applying for grants, 
private foundations, endowment funds, and spon-
sor or member dues. 
The Jackson Purchase RC&D is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization and a 501(c)(3) entity by In-
ternal Revenue Service determinations. This stand-
ing makes them eligible to secure grant funds from 
private foundations and others, to receive private 
individual donations, to become holders of prop-
erty, etc., as allowed by the by-laws. 

RC&D Councils are made up of volunteers, who 
want a better life for themselves, their children, 
and future generations.   Each RC&D Board op-
erates independently, addressing the concerns 
and problems within their RC&D area. However, 
RC&Ds are more than willing to share ideas and 
information with other entities for the betterment 
of their community. 
 
RC&Ds are not entities of government; therefore 
the usual policies and constraints of local, state, 
and federal government programs do not limit 
them in the kinds of issues they decide to address 
or how they decide to do it. Local people on the 
Council determine the types of concerns, projects 
and activities in which they will become in-
volved.  

Anyone can get involved in the RC&D program. 
 
ANYONE...  
� who believes that one person can make a dif-

ference.  
� who wants to be involved in making things 

happen in their community, county, region or 
state.  

� who wants to see natural resources utilized 
without adversely affecting the environment.  

� who wants to improve the quality of life in 
their community.  
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Tatia Bradshaw�Fulton Co. Conservation District 
Bob Buchanan�Ballard Co. Fiscal Court 
Rita Burton�Calloway Co. Fiscal Court 
Arthur Byrn�City of Mayfield 
Marty Carraway�Calloway Co. Conservation Dist. 
Don Elias�City of Murray 
Jimmy Henley�City of Bardwell 
Henry Hodges�Purchase Area Development Dist. 
Robert Imhoff�Mid-Continent College 
Melissa Jones�Ballard Co. Conservation District 
Bill Paxton�City of Paducah 
Beth McWhirt�City of Fulton 
Danny Orazine�McCracken Co. Fiscal Court 
Stephanie O�Steen�Carlisle Co. Conservation Dist. 
Tommy Roberts�Hickman Co. Fiscal Court 
Billy Smith�McCracken Co. Fiscal Court 
Tony Smith�Graves Co. Fiscal Court 
Larry Spears�City of Benton 
Jim Stephens�Hickman Co. Conservation District 
Jennifer Swain�McCracken Co. Conservation Dist. 
George Shaw�Community Foundation of West KY 
Michelle York�Marshall County Conservation District. 

Jackson Purchase RC&D Board of Directors 
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James McPherson, President�Carlisle Co. Fiscal Court 
 
Kevin Murphy, Vice President�Marshall Co. Fiscal Court
  
Donna Davenport, Treasurer�Mayfield Graves Co. Chamber 
 
Tom Hodges, Secretary�Fulton Co. Fiscal Court 
 
Dan Ellison, Past President-Graves Co. Conservation District 

Officers 

Members 

 
The Jackson Purchase RC&D Foundation Board of Directors serves to guide 

 the Foundation in fulfilling the mission of the organization. 

Jackson Purchase RC&D Foundation Staff 
Robert Johnson�RC&D Coordinator 

Lisa Rowton�RC&D Administrative Assistant 
Robert Wise�Four Rivers Basin Team Coordinator 

Left to right: Dan Ellison, Tom Hodges, Kevin Murphy,  
Donna Davenport,  James McPherson 

Jackson Purchase Board Meeting�January 2005 
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 Mission and Goals 
Mis s ion:  

We are dedicated to the wise use of our natural and human resources.  Our mission is to join with oth-
ers to strengthen our community through measurable and sustainable means for the benefit of all. 

 
Eight areas of interest were established by the Board of Directors to focus the resources available and those 
provided by the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
 
Goals: 

♦ Sustain our Natural Resources 
♦ Improve the Quality of Life 
♦ Enhance  Economic Vitality 

 
Fie ld s  o f  In t e re s t :  

♦ Natural Resource Conservation 
♦ Education and Recreation  
♦ Solid Waste & Recycling  
♦ Economic Enhancement 
♦ Transportation  
♦ Parks and Tourism 
♦ Public Safety and Security 
♦ Community Water Supply 

www.jpf.org 

Contributors and Grantors for 2004 

Ballard County Conservation District 
Ballard County Fiscal Court 
Calloway County Conservation District 
Calloway County Fiscal Court 
Carlisle County Conservation District 
Carlisle County Fiscal Court 
City of Bardwell 
City of Calvert City 
City of Fulton 
City of Hickman 
City of Mayfield 
City of Murray 
City of Paducah 
Community Foundation of West Kentucky 
Fulton County Conservation District 
Fulton County Fiscal Court 
Graves County Conservation District 
Graves County Fiscal Court 
Hickman County Conservation District 

Hickman County Fiscal Court 
Kentucky Waterways Alliance 
KY Agricultural Development Board 
KY Department of  Fish &  Wildlife Resources 
KY Division of Water 
Marshall County Conservation District 
Marshall County Fiscal Court 
Mayfield-Graves Chamber of Commerce 
McCracken County Conservation District 
McCracken County Fiscal Court 
Mid-Continent University 
National Association of RC&D Councils 
Paducah-McCracken Joint Sewer Agency 
Pilgrim�s Pride Corporation 
Purchase Area Development District 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Virginia Environmental Endowment 



 

 

The following is an update of projects that the RC&D worked on throughout 
2004.  Some projects were new last year and some continued from the previ-
ous year.  The continuing projects show how our area has come to rely on the 
assistance of the RC&D program to support the success of their programs. 

What happened in 2004? 

Hay Storage Barn built with Agricultural Development Funds.  

 
Aquaculture Revolving Loan Fund�This loan 
fund was established to provide monetary assistance to enti-
ties interested in aquaculture ventures to supplement for the 
hard-hit tobacco industry. As the fund is repaid, it is again 
loaned to additional entrepreneurs. Currently all funds are 
loaned out with repayment expected in the near future. 
 
  
 Clarks River Trail Project�This trails project is 
a partnership between the US Fish and Wildlife Service�s 
Clarks River Wildlife Refuge and the Marshall County Fis-
cal Court.  The Foundation has assisted with grant develop-
ment for the National Recreational Trails Program. 
 
 The project consists of an eight foot by 2,300 foot paved 
loop trail for pedestrians, bicyclists, slow moving vehicles, 
and wheelchairs that joins with a six foot by 10,000 foot 
gravel trail for use by walkers, joggers, and bicyclists.  Both 
trails will have wildlife viewing stations along their paths.  
The paved trail will be asphalt laid over compacted Dense 
Grade Aggregate (DGA).  The gravel portion of the trail 
will be compacted Dense Grade Aggregate laid as a base 
with quarry fines spread as a topping to assure smoothness 
for bike riders.  The width will be six feet to accommodate 
two-way traffic.  Along the trail will be four kiosks display-
ing trail and Refuge information.  Two will be located at the 
beginning of the paved trail and two will be on the gravel 
trail.  The trail will have five wildlife viewing stations 
(blinds) and an observation tower.  The blinds will be lo-

Abraham Hall�In 2004, the Foundation assisted 
Sherry Bone, the JPF grant writer in submitting a grant to 
the United States Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices for funding for Abraham Hall, a proposed center that 
would address the problems of homeless and runaway 
youth in the city of Paducah and McCracken County. This 
emergency shelter would provide temporary shelter, food, 
clothing, counseling, recreation, life skill building, case 
disposition, aftercare services, as well as connection to 
other medical, psychiatric, educational, psychological and 
housing resources in the community. 
 
 Though, the grant mentioned above was not approved, The 
Foundation would like to thank Sherry Bone for her hard 
work and dedication in helping with this worthwhile and 
much needed facility in our community. 
 
  
 
 Agricultural Development Funds� The 
Foundation is assisting County Agricultural Development 
Councils with the distribution of the Tobacco Master Settle-
ment Agreement funds to local producers. 
 
 Following are the cost-share programs the Foundation has 
administered: 
 
 Ballard County � Ag Diversification; Hay, Straw, and 
Commodity Storage; and Goat Diversification. 
 
 Graves County � Ag Diversification�  Forage Improve-
ment; Cattle Genetics; Precision Agriculture; Shade Cloth; 
and Cattle Handling. 
 
 Hickman County � Ag Diversification; Cattle Genetics; 
and Hay, Straw, and Commodity Storage. 
 
 McCracken County � Ag Diversification; Forage Improve-
ment; Cattle Genetics; Goat Diversification; Precision Agri-
culture; and Cattle Handling. 
 
 The Jackson Purchase RC&D has received a total of 
$549,900 toward these farmer reimbursable programs. 
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cated along both trails, separated with enough distance 
to reduce disturbance from multiple use.  They will be 
wheelchair accessible.  One wildlife observation tower 
will be located along the paved trail  It will be a raised, 
wheelchair accessible platform.  The site of the tower 
will allow those unable to walk the longer distances, 
the ability to see a large portion of the Refuge from one 
central location.  The trail and Refuge information ki-
osks, wildlife viewing stations, and observation tower 
will all be constructed of treated lumber by county la-
bor.  The project will include two shallow water areas 
for wildlife covering approximately 30 acres.  The 
trails will encircle these providing observation of the 
habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 2004 Clean Boating Campaign�is part of 
a nation-wide campaign created to encourage boaters to 
protect water quality.  The campaign educates boaters 
about the availability of boat sewage pump out stations 
and how to properly use them.  The effort also teaches 
about safe handling of fuels around water.  The Foun-
dation assisted Tennessee Valley Authority, and 
Moor�s Resort in promoting this environmentally con-
scious project. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USB Fund Run for Charities  JPF assisted 
CFWK in their Fund Run, sponsored by UBS which 
was created to help nonprofit organizations in Paducah 
and McCracken County grow endowment funds to 
serve their interests.  The Fund Run took place on July 
17, 2004.. The total amount of donations received for 
the event was $132,562.00  The total amount of match-
ing funds for the nonprofit organizations was 
100,000.00.  There were six (6) agencies that received 
the maximum match amount of $10,000.00 and West-
ern Baptist Hospital raised the largest amount of funds 
at $19,342.00. Tony Watkins is the coordinator of this 
annual event. 
 
 
 

 
 
2004 Envirothon�JPF assisted the Division of Conservation 
and our local Conservation Districts in conducting the western divi-
sion of the statewide Envirothon which was held on April 17, 2004 
at Camp Currie in Marshall county. 11 teams from 9 counties in 
west Kentucky competed in 5 different environmental areas (soils, 
water, forestry, wildlife, and a current environmental issue.  Three 
teams from our region placed in the top four and advanced to the 
state competition; Caldwell County High School(1st place), Marshall 
County High School(2nd place), and Fulton County High School 
FFA team 1(4th place).  Debbie Hinton is the coordinator for this 
annual event. 
 
 
Four Rivers Basin Team�JPF, the Kentucky Division of 
water and many others, partnered to form the Four Rivers Basin 
Team. The Team addresses various watershed issues and compiles 
information into reports available to the public and distributed to 
water resource management agencies to further assist in proper wa-

tershed management and water quality moni-
toring.  In 2004, the Four Rivers Basin Team 
worked closely with the Four Rivers Water-
shed Watch, Pirates Cove, Clean Boating Cam-
paign, 319 Grants for Clarks River and Cane 
Creek, Bee Creek Stabilization Project, and 
Storm Stenciling projects. Team members sup-

ported in the following activities: 
♦ Support and assistance to Red River Watershed Association. 
♦ Worked with Mayfield and H2O Team on storm water problem aware-

ness with Red Duck Creek and other streams impacting Mayfield 
Creek. 

♦ Participated with ORSANCO implementing and conducting Ohio 
River Cleanup Day. 

♦ Continued working with USCOE at Columbus-Belmont State Park to 
look at bluff erosion problems.. 
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Students studying soil types at the 2004 Envirothon 



 

 

Four Rivers Watershed Watch�The 
Watershed Watch program completed its sixth year.  It 
was originally started with the Kentucky Division of 
Water through outreach efforts to each section of the 
state to focus on community based stream assessment 
programs.  With the continued assistance of volunteer 
teams, this program conducts visual surveys and col-
lect water samples from various sites for lab analysis 
from streams and rivers in Western Kentucky.  A fall 

conference was held for 
networking purposes so 
that all volunteers could 
compare the results of 
their water testing and 
discuss future efforts 
for monitoring the clean 
up of any affected ar-
eas.  Coordinators for 
this project are  Dr. Joe 
Baust, Karla Johnston,  
and Ken Cooke. 
 
 
 

  
 
KYaRC&Dc Natural Resources Grant 
Program�A $10,000 Grant from the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) was distributed 
to each RC&D in the State of Kentucky through the 
Kentucky Association of RC&D Councils. JPF allo-
cated funds to the following projects: 
 
♦ Four Rivers Watershed Watch 
♦ Native Grasses Demonstration Area (Marshall Co.) 
♦ Fulton County Schools Critical Area (Fulton Co.) 
♦ Bee Creek Park Erosion Control Project (Calloway 

Co.) 
♦ Bee Spring Shoreline Erosion Management Project 

(Marshall Co.) 
♦ Calvert Elementary Outdoor Classroom (Marshall Co.) 
♦ LaCenter Park Water Management Project (Ballard 

Co.) 
 
 
 
 NARCDC List Server�The partnership of 
the Jackson Purchase RC&D Foundation and the Ore-
Cal RC&D in California shares the workload of setup, 
operation, technical support, and the maintenance of 
internet list servers, email, file sharing and chat rooms 
availability. The agreement is to maintain the list 
server through Yahoogroups.com.  It began July 1, 
2001 and has continued through 2004. Coordinators 
for this project are Robert Johnson and Jim Vancura. 
 

Obion Creek Stream Restoration Project�The pur-
pose of this project is to reduce sedimentation by restoring the stream 
channel dimensions, flow patterns, and profile to those of the natural 
stream flow conditions. 
The five planned steps in this project are: 
 
First, the evaluation of the stream corridor itself and the neighboring stream 

corridors to determine the most effective and cost efficient approach to re-
storing this section of Obion Creek. 

Second, design of the channels and floodplain ponds. 
Third, will be the actual earth moving and re-vegetation in and along the 

floodplain. 
Fourth, is the education/information component, where the University of Lou-

isville, the Jackson Purchase RC&D Foundation, and the Obion Creek Wa-
tershed Conservancy District will conduct one field day and two stream 
restoration workshops. 

Fifth, evaluation of the stream characteristics and sedimentation after project 
work completion. 

 
In 2004, the earth moving was complete. Two successful workshops 
and field days were held October 9 and 10.  Workshops were held in 
the morning at the PADD office and then participants traveled by bus 
to the site for a tour.  The Coordinators are Dr. Art Parola, Charles 
McIntire, Debbie Hinton, Randy Deweese and Dwain Abell.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pirates 
Cove Clus-
ter System Sewage Disposal Demonstration�The 
construction of a cluster sewage system in Pirates Cove along Ken-
tucky Lake includes 170 residences.  This demonstration and education 
project will be the first such project located in western Kentucky and 
will serve as an excellent learning tool for septic system installers and 
homeowners.  The Jackson Purchase RC&D, Marshall County Health 
Department, Tennessee Valley Authority, and the Pirates Cove Home 
Owners Association are partners in this endeavor.  Land surveying and 
Design work is completed.  In 2004, a lagoon system was finished, lift 
station pumps were installed, and first connections to the system were 
made.  
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Dr. Parola answering questions at the Obion Creek Field Day. 



 

 

 
Pirates Cove Homeowners Fund�Is the 
combined monetary find of the Pirates Cove Homeown-
ers Association.  The fund currently holds $47,910.00.  
The 75 homeowners contribute to this effort which is 
designed to support the cluster sewage system in the 
future. 
 
 Precision Agriculture BMP Technology 
Transfer�The Foundation signed the MOA with the 
Division of Water for a 319(h) Nonpoint Source Pollu-
tion Control Grants to assist farmers in implementing 
Precision Agriculture. Precision Agriculture is a process 
where farmers apply the required soil amendments and 
pesticides according to the need and potential production 
of each acre instead of applying these on the average for 
the field. The Foundation will establish a cost-share pro-
gram in all eight counties of the Jackson Purchase to 
encourage grain farmers to purchase the necessary GPS 
(global Position System) and accessories and sign up 
with technical service providers for data analysis and 
develop integrated crop management for their entire 
operations. The Farmers benefit by reducing costly in-
puts such as fertilizers and the environment benefits by 
the reduction in the amounts of potential chemicals run-
off. The total cost of the program is expected to be 
$667,500. The coordinator for the project is Dustin 
Renfrow. 
 
 

Prescribed Grazing Project�The purpose of 
this project is to demonstrate techniques for intensive 
rotational grazing to foster the concept and ideas of eco-
system-based planning assistance. Best Management 
Practices were installed on the demonstration farm to 
facilitate the Prescribed Grazing System. Displays, vid-
eos, field tours and other information items will be de-
veloped to market the public benefits associated with the 
implementation of a Prescribed Grazing Plan. This pro-
ject began I September 2003 and is being implemented 
according to a conservation plan developed by NRCS 
and Jackson Purchase RC&D Council, along with the 
Freddie Kimbell Farm. 

  
 
2004 
Storm 
Drain 
Stencil-
ing�The 
purpose of 
this project 
is to create 
public 
awareness 
of the need 
to keep 
pollution 
from enter-
ing the storm drains which endangers the public water supply. 
Drains are stenciled with a notice of pollution hazard from dumping 
substances into the drains.  Benton, Mayfield, and Murray partici-
pated in 2004. Coordinators were Don Elias and Brad Rogers. 
  
Youth DEAL, Inc.�A gift from Pilgrim�s Pride Poultry 
helped establish the Fund for Youth Development. This fund in-
cludes a program for pre-employment training, life skills, and lead-
ership development for the youth in our community.  Youth DEAL, 
Inc. is the non-profit corporation formed to carry out the functions.  
Mentoring programs, leadership and employment training are pro-
gram focuses of Youth DEAL, Inc.  Of each yearly contribution, 
half is used to support local programs; the remaining half is entered 
into an endowment fund to support future youth programs and en-
sure perpetuity of the Find for Youth Development.  Coordinator 
for this project is Jeanna Elliott. 

The YD board has made contributions to: 

 
♦ Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Program 
♦ 4-H Teen Conference 
♦ Mayfield High School Prom bash 
♦ Graves co. High School Project Graduation 
♦ Holiday Helpers with both school systems 
♦ Scholastic Scholarships 
♦ Mayfield/Graves Co. FBLA National Conference Attendance 
♦ Toys for Tots 
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2004 Financial Summary (Income) 
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Income   

Member Sponsorship $2,700  

USDA In-Kind Contributions $98,567  

Cash Match Contributions $227,019  

Interest $5,329  

Administration Fees $20,092  

Net Unrestricted Income  $353,707 

Fund Increases   

Pilgrim�s Pride Fund for Youth Development  $20,000 

Project Income   

Abraham Hall $300  

Agricultural Development Funds $125,705  

CFWK Fund Run $210  

Four Rivers Basin Team $27,450  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $8,000  

KYARC&DC/NRCS Grant 708  

KYARC&DC/NRCS Administration Grant $11,550  

Mayfield H2O Team $789  

NARCDC List Server $3,600  

Obion Creek Stream Restoration $55,920  

    Pirates Cove $54,881  

Prescribed Grazing $4,392  

Net Restricted Income  $293,505 

Total Income  $667,212 

Financial Summary information taken from audited Financial Statements   



 

 

2004 Financial Summary (Expenses) 
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Administrative Expenses   
Association Dues $1,110  
Meeting Expenses  $2,038  

Miscellaneous $55  
Office Operations $3,973  

Foundation Management (In-Kind Contributions) $11,828  
Administrative (In-Kind Contributions) $5,915  
Travel $3,472  
Insurance $1,376  
Legal/Accounting $4,783  

Personnel/Lisa Rowton $11,624  

Fund Disbursements   

ConAgra Fund for Youth Development $10,000  

Project Expenses   

Abraham Hall $200  

Agricultural Development Funds $286,584  

CFWK Fund Run $210  

Clean Boating Campaign $200  

2004 Envirothon $358  

Four Rivers Basin Team $24,004  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $6,045  

KYaRC&Dc/NRCS Grant $7,429  

Mayfield H2O Team $2,222  

NARCDC List Server $1,800  

Obion Creek Stream Restoration $32,662  

Pirates Cove Septic System Demonstration $58,643  

Prescribed Grazing $3,502  

Grant Development/Management (In-Kind) $80,825  

Program Services  $227,019  

Total Expenses  $787,877 

   



 

 

 Agricultural Development Funds�are be-
ing distributed among many counties in our service 
area.  Ballard County has a Diversification program, 
Hay Straw and Commodity Storage Program,  and a 
Goat Diversification program. Graves County has six 
programs-Diversification, Forage, Genetics, Precision 
Agriculture, Shade Cloth, and Cattle Handling. Hick-
man County has implemented a Genetics program, 
Hay Straw and Commodity Storage Program,  and 
Diversification Program.  McCracken County has 
initiated six programs-Diversification, Forage, Genet-
ics, Goat Diversification, Precision Agriculture, and 
Cattle Handling.  The Jackson Purchase RC&D has 
received a total of $543,000 toward these farmer re-
imbursable programs. 
 
 

Aquaculture Revolving Loan Fund�This 
loan fund was established to provide monetary assis-
tance to entities interested in aquaculture ventures to 
supplement for the hard-hit tobacco industry.  As the 
fund is repaid, it is again loaned to additional entre-
preneurs.  Currently all funds are loaned out with re-
payment expected in the near future. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cane Creek Watershed  Planning Project  
involves most of the agencies and groups dealing with 
water quality.  This project is funded by EPA319(h) 
to develop a Watershed Based Plan  for Cane Creek a 
tributary of Bayou de Chien.  It will also seek funding 
for a cost-share program to address pathogens found 
in the water.  Other issues under investigation are po-

tential agricultural pollution sources that are not ad-
dressed by the EQIP program or CRP (Conservation 
Reserve Program).  The idea is to develop a compre-
hensive approach to water quality for the entire water-
shed, across county lines. 
  

Clarks River Trail Project�This trails project 
is a partnership between the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service�s Clarks River Wildlife Refuge and the 
Marshall County Fiscal Court.  The Foundation 
assisted with grant development for the National 
Recreational Trails Program and will assist with 
project coordination this year.  The project consists of 
an eight foot by 2,300 foot paved loop trail for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, slow moving vehicles, and 
wheelchairs; that joins with a six foot by 10,000 foot 
gravel trail for use by walkers, joggers, and bicyclists.  
Both trails will have wildlife viewing stations along 
their paths.  The paved trail will be asphalt laid over 
compacted Dense Grade Aggregate (DGA).  The 
gravel portion of the trail will be compacted Dense 
Grade Aggregate laid as a base with quarry fines 
spread as a topping to assure smoothness for bike 
riders.  The width will be six feet to accommodate 
two-way traffic.  Along the trail will be four kiosks 
displaying trail and Refuge information.  Two will be 
located at the beginning of the paved trail and two 
will be on the gravel trail.  The trail will have five 
wildlife viewing stations (blinds) and an observation 
tower.  The blinds will be located along both trails, 
separated with enough distance to reduce disturbance 
from multiple use.  They will be wheelchair accessi-
ble.  There will be two 
shallow water areas for 
wildlife constructed as 
part of this project.  The 
trail and Refuge informa-
tion kiosks, wildlife view-
ing stations, and observa-
tion tower will all be con-
structed of treated lumber 
by county labor. 

 

What is planned for 2005 
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Clean Boating Campaign� is to encourage boat-
ers to protect water quality.  The campaign educates 
boaters about the availability of boat sewage pump out 
stations and how to properly use them.  The effort also 
talks about safe handling of fuels around water.  This 
year will be the third year the Foundation has partnered 
with the Tennessee Valley Authority and the Kentucky 
Waterways Alliance in their project. 

 

Columbus-Belmont Bluff Stabilization�The 
Foundation will be partnering with the Columbus-
Belmont State Park and Corps of Engineers to address 
erosion problems on the bluff where the park sits.  
There is a very major threat to portion of this Civil War 
fort collapsing into the Mississippi River.  Part of the 
earthworks have already fallen into the river.  This im-
portant cultural resource must be protected.  
 
 

2005 Earth Day�is a combined effort of the teach-
ers at Ballard County, Carlisle County and Heath Mid-
dle Schools and the Jackson Purchase RC&D.  An esti-
mated 325 sixth grade students will spend the day par-
ticipating in a variety of activities all designed to in-
crease an understanding and appreciation of the envi-
ronment.  Several corporate financial sponsors and the 
local school systems contribute to the Earth Day educa-
tional event. 
 
 

2005 Envirothon�The RC&D assists the Division 
of Conservation and our local Conservation Districts in 
conducting the western division of the statewide Envi-
rothon.  The RC&D held Kentucky�s first Envirothon.   
 
 
Farmers Market�Establishment of a regional 

farmers� mar-
ket in the 
RC&D Area 
is expected to 
benefit the 
local econ-
omy and pro-
vide market-

ing opportunities for lagging income from area tobacco 
farmers and small farm enterprises.  The market will 
address all avenues of sales and commodity delivery.  A 
local producer will be able to come to the market and 
direct sell his produce for a small stall rental fee.  They 
may offer their products to the market for its resale, as 
well as, offering products to wholesalers.  The market 
will have full time on-site management and promotion.  
The market will continuously advertise and broker the 
area�s available commodities.  Also, the market will 
purchase enough products to assure full stocking of 
quality produce to allow for year-round sales.   
 
 

Four Rivers Basin Team� is beginning its sixth 
year.  This successful effort of the JPF, the Kentucky 
Division of Water, and several other groups has contin-
ued to provide valuable information to concerned enti-
ties in the effort to combat water pollution, avenues for 
proper watershed management, and effective water 
quality monitoring. 
 

 

Four Rivers Watershed Watch�is beginning 
its sixth year.  The program has already received $2,750 
this year from both Tennessee Valley Authority and the 
Virginia Environmental Endowment to continue this 
community based stream assessment program.  Visual 
surveys and water sample collections from various sites 
in western Kentucky are conducted by a group of vol-
unteers.  Water testing results and future efforts for 
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monitoring the clean up of any affected areas are com-
pared at an annual conference. 

 

Fire Protection Program�The Council will 
support this effort to improve local fire departments so 
their ISO can be lower saving property owner millions 
of dollars each year.  The plan is  for this to be a state-
wide project through  the Kentucky Association of 
RC&D Councils, Inc. 
 
 

KYaRC&Dc Natural Resources Grant Pro-
gram�This program is seven projects.  Six projects 
are in four counties addressing natural resource con-
cerns.  One project is area wide and is a water quality 
project.  One potion of this project remains to be com-
pleted.  
♦ Four Rivers Watershed Watch 
♦ Native Grasses Demonstration Area (Marshall Co.) 
♦ Fulton County Schools Critical Area (Fulton Co.) 
♦ Bee Creek Park Erosion Control Project (Calloway Co.) 
♦ Bee Spring Shoreline Erosion Management Project (Marshall 

Co.) 
♦ Calvert Elementary Outdoor Classroom (Marshall Co.) 
LaCenter Park Water Management Project (Ballard Co.) 
  
 

NARCDC List Server�Partnering with the Ore-
Cal RC&D in Northern California, 
the JPF shares the workload of 
operation, technical support, and 
maintenance of internet list serv-
ers, email, file sharing, and chat 
rooms availability through        
Yahoogroups.com.  
 

 Obion Creek Stream Restoration�The 
RC&D is assisting the Obion Creek Watershed Con-
servancy District, the Hickman County Conservation 
District,  Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources with the restoration of Obion Creek at the 
junction with KY-307.  The project is engineered by 
the University of Louisville and funded with In-Lieu-
Fee moneys.  It is in conjunction with an EPA 319(h) 
stream restoration project near the same location . 

 

Pirates Cove Cluster Sewage System� is a 
demonstration and education project located in Pirates 
Cove along Kentucky Lake.  It will serve as an excel-
lent learning tool for both septic system installers and 
homeowners.  This is a combined effort of the JPF, 
LTRW Team, and the Pirates Cove Homeowners As-
sociation.  Great strides have been made in construc-
tion efforts and toward installation of the system.  Pro-
ject completion is planned for Fall 2005. 

 

Pirates Cove Homeowners Fund�is the com-
bined monetary fund of the Pirates Cove Homeowners 
Association.  The fund currently holds $47,910.  The 
75 homeowners contribute to this effort which is de-
signed to support the cluster sewage system in the fu-
ture. 

 

Precision Agriculture BMP Technology 
Transfer�The Foundation has funding to assist 
farmers in implementing Precision Agriculture.  Preci-
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Obion Creek�Restored Stream  



 

 

sion Agriculture is a process where farmers apply the 
required soil amendments and pesticides according to 
the need and potential production of each acre instead 
of applying these on the average for the field.  The 
Foundation will establish an incentive program to en-
courage grain farmers to purchase the necessary GPS 
and accessories and sign up with technical service pro-
viders for data analysis and develop integrated crop 
management for their entire operations.  The Farmers 
benefit by reducing costly inputs such as fertilizers and 
the environment benefits by the reduction in the 
amounts of potential chemicals runoff.  
 

Storm Drain Stenciling�The RC&D assists our 
local cities in conducting this water quality and envi-
ronmental education project each year.  The project 
partners with the Boy Scouts, US Coast Guard, and 
school groups.  

 

Upper Clarks River Watershed  Planning 
Project�involves most of the agencies and groups 
dealing with water quality.  This project is funded by 
EPA319(h) to develop a Watershed Based Plan  for a 
portion of the Clarks River Watershed.  It will also 
seek funding for a cost-share program to address 
pathogens found in the water.  Other issues under in-
vestigation are potential agricultural pollution sources 
that are not addressed by the EQIP program or CRP 
(Conservation Reserve Program).  The idea is to de-
velop a comprehensive approach to water quality for 
the entire watershed, across county lines.  

WINGS�The Council will support this effort to im-
prove wildlife habitat along the many miles of utility 
rights-of-way.  The plan is  for this to be a statewide 
project through  the Kentucky Association of RC&D 
Councils, Inc. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth DEAL, Inc.�A gift from Pilgrim�s Pride 
Poultry helped establish the Fund for Youth Develop-
ment.  It is governed by a volunteer board, Youth 
DEAL, Inc.,  that reviews requests for funds to support 
mentoring  and leadership programs, and life skills and 
employment training for youth in our service area.  Of 
each yearly contribution, half is used to support local 
programs; the remaining half is entered into an endow-
ment fund to support future youth programs and ensure 
perpetuity of the Fund for Youth Development. 
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REMINDER 
 
Quarterly Board of Directors Meetings  for 
2005 will be 10:30 AM at the Purchase 
Area Development District Office in May-
field on the following dates:  
 
Wednesday, January  26th 
Thursday, April 28th 
Wednesday, July 27th 
Wednesday, October 19th 
 
The Kentucky Association of RC&D 
Councils Annual Meeting at the Louisville 
Downtown Marriott, July 19th. 
 
The Southeastern Association of RC&D 
Councils Annual Conference will be in 
Orlando, Florida on September 7-10.  
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2005 Proposed Budget 

2005 PLAN OF WORK 

Income   

Member Sponsorship $2,700  

Interest & Investments $3,000  

In-Kind Contributions (USDA) $115,000  

Other In-Kind Contributions $250,000  

Project Income   

Ag Development Funds $150,000  

Four Rivers Basin Team  $30,000  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $8,000  

NRCS Administrative Grant $12,600  

Pirates Cove Cluster Septic System  $50,000  

Precision Agriculture BMP Technology Transfer $200,000  

Prescribed Grazing Project $2,000  

Watershed Based Plans $65,000  

Youth DEAL $20,000  

Total Income  $908,300 

Expenses   

Administration $10,800  

Office Operations $5,000  

Personnel $15,000  

Project Expenses   

Ag Development Funds $200,000  

Four Rivers Basin Team $30,000  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $8,000  

Obion Creek Stream Restoration, II $30,000  

Pirates Cove Cluster Septic System  $100,000  

Precision Agriculture BMP Technology Transfer $200,000  

    Watershed Based Plans - Cane Creek & Clarks River $75,000  

Youth DEAL $10,000  

Memberships $700  

Management/Administrative In-Kind Expenses $115,000  

Project In-Kind Expenses $250,000  

Total Expenses  $1,011,500 
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The success of the RC&D Program could not be possible without the combined efforts of many groups, 
volunteers, and organizations that have the same goals rooted in environmental conservation and quality of 
life efforts. 

The Jackson Purchase RC&D carries membership in the National Association of Resource Conservation 
and Development Councils (NARC&DC), the Kentucky State Association of RC&D Councils, the South-
eastern Association of RC&D Councils, the Kentucky Waterways Alliance, and the Cumberland River 
Compact. 

Partnerships reinforce the efforts of the team.  The RC&D works with agencies and organizations such as 
the Kentucky Department of Agriculture, the Purchase Area Development District, Red River Watershed 
Association, Cumberland River Compact, the Kentucky Division of Water, the Kentucky Waterways Alli-
ance, the Kentucky Division of Conservation, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, the 
Paducah McCracken County Joint Sewer Agency, Paducah Parks and Recreation Department, Murray State 
University Center for Environmental Education, Murray State University Hancock Biological Station, the 
Owners Association of Pirates Cove, the Purchase Area Aquaculture Cooperative, University of Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension Service, Kentucky State University Cooperative Extension Service, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, and the Four Rivers Basin Team.   

 

Memberships, Partnerships, & Associations 

History  During the fall of 1994 a steering committee was formed to investigate the possibility of forming 
a Resource Conservation and Development Area in the eight western most counties in Kentucky.  The committee 
with assistance from the Soil Conservation Service and the Lower Mississippi Delta Development Center organized 
working sessions of the interested parties.  After only three meetings the consensus was to proceed with the official 
organizational activities.  Thus the Non-Profit Non-Stock Corporation was formed December 2, 1994.  The initial 
Board of Directors was established and they determined to apply to the Internal Revenue Service for nonprofit com-
munity foundation status.  This status, 501(c)(3), was awarded by the IRS in April of 1995.  Project activities began 
when the United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly the Soil 
Conservation Service) assigned a RC&D Coordinator to assist the Foundation in its natural resource conservation 
efforts and rural development activities in October of 1995. 
 
In 1996, several projects were completed as the 1996 Annual Report and Plan of Work described.  The Application 
to the Secretary of Agriculture for authorization as an official RC&D area was passed over when 13 new areas re-
ceived authorization in October 1996.  No authorizations were made in 1997.  Project work continued with the sup-
port of the Kentucky State Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service funding the Coordinator 
from Conservation Operations funds.  The Board of Directors stepped up its efforts seeking authorization from the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
 
The Jackson Purchase received authorization from the Secretary of Agriculture March 17th, 1998.  Partial funding 
will now be from the Federal RC&D budget.  This funding will provide equipment, training, supplies, phones, of-
fice, and one and one-half staff positions toward the mission of the Board of Directors. 



 

 

Jackson Purchase 
 Resource Conservation and Development 

 Foundation, Inc. 
2715 Olivet Church Road 

Paducah, KY  42001 
Phone  270.534.8054 

Fax  270.554.5702 
www.jpf.org 

Copyright waved if source credit is given and the Foundation is acknowledged.    

All contributions are fully tax deductible according to the Internal Revenue Code.  
The Foundation�s Board of Directors appreciates all those that contributed their time, 
services, products, and financial resources.  Without the help of our community 
throughout the year the Foundation�s work would not have been a success.  
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The RC&D Program of USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportu-
nity  provider and employer." 


